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SUMMER NEWSLETTER         JUNE 2016WELCOME 
The spring/summer season is well underway. 
We hope to see you all down at the river in 
Bishopthorpe or on one of our forthcoming 
summer events.   

DONCASTER 
DOGS (16 APRIL) 
BY: HANNAH SHARP  
The night was really amusing. There was lots of 
people there including 14 of us from LWCC. It 
was exciting, it was joyful and it was a really 
good honour to be there. The dogs chased a 

robot rabbit that 
wore a luminous 
orange jacket. 
There were 10 
races and 6 dogs 
in each 
race.  There were 
some close ties, 
some big wins , 
and some people 
didn't win at all! 
The dogs were all 

lovely but my favourite was TrickyBlueGinger 

SLALOM UPDATE. 
BY: MARTIN BROWN 

 Just a quick reminder that we have the club’s Slalom event coming up on the 9th and 10th of July at Howsham Mill. This is a Div 2, 3 and 4 event so is suitable for complete beginners. It’s the perfect event to try your hand at slalom racing with club members on hand to help and advice. If you’re thinking about giving it a go why not come down on a Thursday evening and get some practice in beforehand. We meet at the carpark for Howsham Mill at around 6:20 with the aim of being on the water for 6:30. If you intend on coming to training could you please let me know on 07791530962 so we can arrange for some kit to be there for you to use if required. Any help from club members over the race weekend is always appreciated. If you can bake some cakes or help do some catering it’s a good fund raiser for the club. 
Contact: slalom@lowerwharfe.org.uk 
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SLALOM DIARY. BY: 
LUKE KEVANE 

 Fairnilee Division 2 Slalom June 2016 
FRIDAY:Half Term so an early start at Friday 
lunchtime. Fairnilee is on the river Tweed about 
three and a half hours from York.  Haggis and 
chips at Jedborough on the way (that’s a 
tradition), arrived late afternoon . Jumped out 
of the van and ran down to the river, most of 
the gates were up and the river had enough 
water in it to make for a good weekends 
competition. 
Dad got the boats off the car and Cody and I 
met up with our mates from other Yorkshire 
clubs and got on the water. We did an hour or 
so practice before the may flies got the best of 
us. The air above river was absolutely full of the 
things, we all swallowed a few.The best thing at 
Fairnilee is the rope swing over the river at the 
top end of the campsite, which is an adult free 
zone. We hung around with our mates until it 
got dark then back to the tent. 
SATURDAY:Up at 7.00 down to the river for 
another practice before it gets busy, off at 9,00 
and bacon butties for breakfast. 
The competition started at midday and was 
over by 4pm Lower Wharfe was well 
represented at prize giving, Cody came 6th and 
won the under 14 prize, I came second which 
gave me enough points to get promoted to div 
1. 
Sunday: Another early morning practice and 
bacon butties before the competition started. 
Another good day at the office for lower 
Wharfe; Cody won under 16 in K1 coming 5th 
and Luke and Cody came 2nd and 3rd in C1. But 
the best bit of the day was watching Tin Tin and 
his mates pelt dad with cowpats from off the 

bridge as Dad paddled underneath on his run 
( he didn’t do very well, unlike Tin Tin who 
scored a direct hit).Set off home, fell asleep in 
the car, Cody slept all the way back to Leeds. 
Looking forward to the next slalom at Fairnilee 
in August. 

 

POLO 

 
We have a core of paddlers signed up for polo 
over the winter. More are still needed, full 
training is given on alternative Friday nights 
from September.  
 Contact Wharfe.ducks@Gmail.com or one of 
the coaches for more information 
Match dates are: 17th Sept, 15th Oct, 5th Nov, 
26th Nov, 28th Jan & 18th Mar at Yearsley Pool in 
York. Come & support us even if you don’t want 
to play. 
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Traditional Evening walk to dinner 

Ducks canoe polo Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/groups/277460515759900/
?fref=ts 

TOURING-
DENTON HOUSE 
BY LYNNE & ROY CLAYFORD 
“Does anyone fancy a slightly longer paddle?” - Peter Arter 10 years ago 

Denton 
House was 
the start of 
what is now 
a thriving 
section of 
LWCC, the 
Touring 

Section.  We had shaky beginnings, a few boats, 
some Alpen bars, and a whistle for our rescue 
equipment.  Now 10 years later, the 
professional athletes that we are, have flares, 
and throw lines, a compass, and always full 
elevensies on board. 
We did some paddling on Ullswater and 
Derwent Water, but the main theme of the 
weekend was really celebration, and as such, in 
true 'Touring' fashion, we both ate and drank 
well, with of course more cakes than is 
healthy.  A fabulous weekend was had by all 
with much reminiscing, and tall stories getting 
even taller, but wow what fun we have had over 
the years, many trips both home and abroad and 
all of them simply fun.  Peter, our thanks go out 
to you for getting us all started, you will always 
be our 'Lidder'. 

 

TOURING-OBAN 
BY POLLY FLOYD 

 
 
Clear blue skies, calm turquoise seas, gorgeous 
scenery, delicious food and good company. A 
big thank you to Roy for organising a brilliant 
trip and to Lynne, Ann and Dennis for keeping 
us all safe on the high seas with some well 
planned, fun for all paddles. It was all simply 
wonderful.  

 
Lookout for the email about next years long 
Whitsun weekend to Manorbier in SW Wales an 
excellent venue for 3 days of great paddling. 
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RIPON TO 
BOROUGHBRIDGE  
TRIP 
BY MARTIN SANDERSON 
About 14 members attended this trip.  A car 

shuttle to 
get all 
paddlers to 
Ripon & 
then an 
easy start 
with a 
couple of 
locks. Then 
onto the 
river with 
lunch at 
the weir. 
Followed 
by a pretty 

paddle past Newby Hall down to 
Boroughbridge where some of the more 
adventurous had a play on the white water at 
the bottom of the weir.  

 

YOUTH SECTION 
BY LIAM BROWN 

 In this edition of newsletter I would like to start by congratulating Luke Kevane on getting promoted to Division 1 in K1. The new boat (A Pyranha Varun) has been a  favourite in the club pool sessions. Recently I have been training at the fish ladder at Linton Locks. Linton Locks is in line proposed development Hydro Energy and on the back of that it’s going to have a white water course developed there, I think when completed it will provide very good place for everyone in the club to train. The Course with Permanent gates and lighting will be a fantastic 
training site for both Slalom and white water 
training. The Yorkshire Post article featured a 
great picture of Cody Brown. You can read 
more: 
http://www.yorkshirepost.co.uk/news/sporting-
pay-off-from-green-energy-project-on-the-
ouse-1-7925082#ixzz4BOvXLzh1 
 Don’t hesitate to get in touch with me if you have anything you wish me to put to the committee or to add to the youth article in the newsletter. Thanks for reading. Liam :)

 COACHES 
A big thank you should go to all of our coaches 
who are all volunteers and give up their time 
freely to help develop paddlers at all levels. 
Jonny Grayson & Dennis Fothergill below are 
our lead coaches on a Thursday. 
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This year we also have some new coaches in 
training, so please give Martin Brown, Martin 
Sharp, Barry Simpson, Phil Arnott & Ben 
Summers your support, so that we can increase 
the number of qualified coaches & expand our 
river coaching back to every Thursday. 
If anyone else is interested in training & helping 
to coach, then please let one of the coaches 
know. ‘The more the merrier’. 
We also need helpers to collect money & sign 
people in on a Thursday & to help in general 
with the running of the club, so again if you can 
help please contact one of the coaches.  

RIVER SESSIONS 
Our first session on the river was our annual 
memorial paddle where we remember our 

former 
members who 
are sadly no 
longer with us. 
A brave 
selection of 
paddlers set off 

in the rain to the Millenium Bridge. £42.95 was 
raised on the evening for the Great North Air 
Ambulance Service. 
River evenings are run alternate weeks for all 
club members from beginners to experts to 

learn new skills with coaching available. (23rd 
June, 7th July, 21st June, 4th August, 18th August, 
25th August). 
On the weeks in between we hold adult only 
paddles for paddlers who can travel 10km. This 
usually involves a stop at the ice cream boat 
who opens especially for us. So the other skill 
needed is to paddle your boat & eat ice cream 
at the same time! 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP & 
FUNDRAISING 
We are a relatively small club & rely on member’s paying their subscriptions & various fundraising activities for all of our income.  Memberships were due on the 1st April, if you have not yet paid for 2016:  Please note that on Web Collect you CANNOT ‘renew’ an existing subscription but must make 
a new purchase (ignore the renew option). 

 To do this log on to webcollect and click on Browse Subsciptions 
 https://webcollect.org.uk/lwcc/subscription 
 Then select the membership you require and proceed to pay. 
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Please be aware that if you have not paid your subscription for the year then you will not be covered by the clubs insurance in the unlikely event that something went wrong during an activity. Therefore the coach or leader in charge may decide it is inappropriate for those who are not paid members to take part… For people new to the club there is a 3 session limit before you will need to become members.  We do a few major fundraising events throughout the year which we like to encourage all members to help and which provide some great canoeing & social opportunities. Please see the events below such as the Triathlons & Howsham Slalom and add to your diaries. We also help in the community with a couple of duck races in aid of various charities.   
Forthcoming events for all abilities. 

Sun 19th June Allerthorpe Triathlon Safety Cover. Help us raise funds for the club. 

10-12 paddlers needed. Contact Dennis or email below. 
Sat 2nd July River Esk Whitby trip. Social trip for all abilities. 

Contact Dennis or email below. 
Sat 9th & Sun 10th July 

Howsham Slalom. . Div 4 slalom for paddlers. Food preparation help. See slalom above. 

Contact Martin Brown or email below. 

Sun 10th July Duck collection for Wetherby duck race in aid of York Rescue Boat. 

Contact Jonny or email below. 
Thu 14th July Touring boat towing practice. Contact Ann or 

Plus rescue techniques. Adult paddlers only. 

email below. 

Thu 21st July Rescue session for all other boat types. 
Contact Jonny or email below. 

Sun 7th August Allerthorpe Triathlon Safety Cover. Help us raise funds for the club. 

10-12 paddlers needed. Contact Dennis or email below. 
Thu 11th Aug Moving water session at Linton Locks 

Contact Jonny or email below. 
Thu 18th Aug 1 star assessment , plus club night 

Contact Dennis or email below. 
Thu 25th Aug End of season BBQ.   Contact Polly or email below. 
Sat 3rd  September Allerthorpe Triathlon Safety Cover. Help us raise funds for the club. 

10-12 paddlers needed. Contact Jonny or email below. 
  
 
Club Facebook: www.facebook.com/lowerwharfe Wharfe Ducks canoe polo Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/277460515759900/?fref=ts 
If you have any comments or would like more 
information please contact: 
contact@lowerwharfe.org.uk 


